New Drivers faced with immediate ban for using mobile phone at
the wheel
Insure The Box welcomes Government focus on distracted driving, but
highlights need for young people to understand consequences
www.insurethebox.com
Insure The Box is embracing the latest Government announcement for stricter penalties for
drivers caught using a mobile phone at the wheel. In particular, the global telematics
pioneer, which focuses on encouraging safer driving habits amongst the newest road users,
believes the increase in penalty points - from 3 to 6 - should send a very strong message to
newly qualified drivers.
“The six penalty point cap in force for the first two years for newly qualified drivers1 means
that if they’re caught using a mobile phone they could lose their licence for their first
offence.”, explained Simon Rewell, Road Safety Manager at Insure The Box. “We think this
should be an incredibly powerful message to young drivers to put their phones away and
concentrate on the road. Losing your licence in these circumstances means motorists would
have to apply and pay for a new provisional licence before having to pass both theory and
practical parts of the test again to get a full licence”.
“And whilst the announcement addresses the use of hand held mobile phones at the wheel,
motorists should also take heed that even if using hands-free they could still be prosecuted if
found not to be in proper control of the vehicle. The penalties for this are the same as being
caught with a hand-held mobile device”.
Simon continued, “Mobile phone distraction is one of the key causes of death of young
people on the road and anything that helps to save lives has to be a good thing. We just
hope that the Government can back up the increased penalties with the resources to identify
the offenders in the first place.”
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https://www.gov.uk/penalty-points-endorsements/new-drivers

Insure The Box believes that telematics plays a key role in encouraging safer driving habits,
especially amongst the newest drivers on the roads. Analysis of its policyholders aged 17 –
24 shows that they are 30% less likely to cause an incident after 11 months with the
company, of which about half is directly due to the influence of the telematics feedback.
Ends
For further comment from Insure The Box, please contact the ITB press office:
Parm Heer/Charlie Hart/Elsa FIndlay/Alison Reeson or Wendy Harrison at HSL
Tel: 0208 977 9132
Email: itb@harrisonsadler.com
Notes to Editors
Insure The Box
Insure The Box Limited launched in June 2010 with its first product; insurethebox, and is the
UK’s largest telematics (or black box) insurance provider, now holding almost 3 billion miles
of driving data and associated claims. As well as insurethebox and drive like a girl (another
Insure The Box brand) it also administers other telematics offerings.
insurethebox policies offer an initial 6,000, 8,000 or 10,000 miles of cover. A telematics box
installed in the vehicle then monitors the policyholder’s driving and safer drivers can receive
up to 100 free Bonus Miles per month. Each policyholder has their own portal where they
can check their progress, how many extra miles they have earned and how they could have
earned more. Renewal premiums consider actual driving style, with safer driving earning the
best prices, and an Accident Alert service comes as standard with every policy.
Aioi Nissay Dowa Insurance Company of Europe Limited (ANDIE), part of the major
Japanese insurance group MS&AD, acquired the majority stake in Box Innovation Group
Limited (which is the 100% owner of Insure The Box) in March 2015. Together they are
taking a leading role in the development of technologies that will change the face of motor
insurance and the way we view the car.

