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OVER 15% OF YOUNG DRIVERS NEVER OR ALMOST NEVER WORRY ABOUT  

FAILING TO NOTICE A MOTORCYCLIST 

Research from insurethebox highlights the need for vigilance as the summer months typically see 

an increase in motorcyclist fatalities and casualties 

www.insurethebox.com 

  

London, July 2018 – With the summer months bringing an increase in road users switching from four 

wheels to two, research from insurethebox, the global pioneer of telematics-based car insurance, 

reveals that 18.8% of young drivers almost never (or never) worry about the danger of failing to notice 

motorcyclists on the road1. And less than half (47.5%) of drivers aged 18-24 always check for 

motorcyclists before opening their car door. 

 

According to government data2, motorcyclists represent just 1% of total road traffic, but account for 

19% of all road user deaths. And RoSPA3 data has identified that motorcyclist casualties are highly 

seasonal - fatalities and overall casualties peak during the summer months.   

 

For young, less-experienced drivers there are already numerous factors that require their attention 

and concentration. But, according to the insurethebox research, the risks facing motorcyclists aren’t 

as widely recognised by 18-24 year old drivers, as among other age groups.   

 

insurethebox asked motorists to identify the scenarios where a car would be most likely to collide with 

a motorcyclist. The top response was a right turn at a junction, however there was less awareness of 

this risk amongst 18-24 year olds (69.6%), than drivers of all ages (74.4%). Changing lanes came 

second, cited by 64.7% of young drivers and 65.4% of all drivers, followed by overtaking, 

acknowledged by 60.6% of 18-24 year olds compared to 62.5% of all drivers. 

                                                
1 Survey of 622 motorists conducted by insurethebox, May 2017; 122 respondents aged 18-24 
2 http://think.direct.gov.uk/motorcycles.html  
3 https://www.rospa.com/road-safety/advice/motorcyclists/policy-statements/  
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One of the key dangers for motorcyclists is simply not being noticed by other drivers. insurethebox  

asked how often drivers worry about failing to notice bikers. Just 18.8% of 18-24 year olds said they 

always worry about failing to notice a motorcyclist when driving, compared to 22.1% of all motorists.   

 

 
 

When it comes to the rules of the road, there also appears to be a lack of understanding about what 

motorcyclists can do, especially in busy traffic. Over a quarter (26.2%) of 18-24 year olds think 

motorcyclists should not safely filter through traffic. This could mean that they may not be checking 

their mirrors for vehicles on the inside left, as well as the outside right, when moving in slow traffic. 

 

Simon Rewell, Road Safety Manager at insurethebox, said: “With only 18.8% of young motorists saying 

they always worry about failing to notice a motorcyclist, the level of awareness of the risks for those 

using two wheels needs to improve. We encourage drivers to be more mindful of motorcyclists: 

recognise the risks they face particularly at right turn junctions, when changing lanes and overtaking 

– and especially during the summer months.” 

insurethebox policies offer an initial 6,000, 8,000 or 10,000 miles of cover. Through  a telematics box 

installed in the vehicle, insurethebox uses individual driver data to determine the risk profile of each 

policyholder and calculate their premiums. insurethebox shares driving data with each customer 

through a personalised online  portal empowering them to better manage their driving habits, in order 

to reduce their insurance risk profile – and therefore their premiums.   
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Notes to Editors 
 
Insure The Box 
Insure The Box Limited launched in June 2010 with its first product; insurethebox, and is the UK’s 
largest telematics (or black box) insurance provider, now holding over 3 billion miles of driving data and 
associated claims. As well as insurethebox and drive like a girl (another Insure The Box brand) it also 
administers other telematics offerings. Aioi Nissay Dowa Insurance Company of Europe Limited 
(ANDIE), subsidiary of Aioi Nissay Dowa Insurance Company Limited and part of the major Japanese 
insurance group MS&AD Holdings, Inc., acquired the majority stake in Box Innovation Group Limited 
(which is the 100% owner of Insure The Box) in March 2015. Together they are taking a leading role in 
the development of technologies that will change the face of motor insurance and the way we view the 
car. 
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